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Overall Comments 
Your fourth assignment, ‘A Picture Is Worth A Thousand Words’ has been received 
well; there is evidence of direction and meaning coupled with an interest in the 
chosen image. The approach and language is limited and only touches on a few 
key points; it would have been good to see an engagement and a direct 
reference to the images sign, signifier, signified and the presence of the Studium 
and the Punctum. However, you have deconstructed the image and provided 
some interesting interpretations.  
 
Feedback: 
Demonstration of subject based knowledge and understanding 
You have evidenced a good, overall understanding and knowledge base of the 
chosen image, in particular its creation and social impact. Starting the essay with 
the images social and historical reference was good. Although a very 
recognisable image, its context is not always known. So the short paragraph 
introducing the conflict and era sets the tone suitably to enable a focused 
reading; consider if this image could also be applied to current conflicts and if it 
would still connect with the viewer.  
 
It may have been good to comment upon the images supporting text in its 
original editorial context. You state about the image being used on the cover of 
the National Geographic, so what was the article about? Did the image support 
the words or were the words inspired by this now iconic image? 
 
Demonstration of research skills 
Your research is good, which has scope for some amendments and further 
exploration. Even though this was a short essay, some more references would 
have been good in strengthening its direction and weighting. The etymology of 
the word ‘deconstruction’ was a good inclusion, yet would the average viewer 
and reader of this image instinctively know how to deconstruct it?  
 
A very good part of the essay was mentioning about McCurry going back in 2002 
in search of the girl/woman. In support of this, it would be ideal to include the 
portrait that he took of Sharbat Gula as an adult. This would then strengthen the 
visual connection and support a continuous research approach to the essay.  
 
 
 



It is also recommended to include at least two more references from alternative 
sources to support your direction. A good source to investigate would be the 
video documentary on McCurry going back in 2002 to find Sharbat Gula. This 
would provide a strong secondary source, which would also broaden your range 
of evidence and research skills.   
 
Demonstration of critical and evaluation skills 
There is an average to good level of critical engagement evidenced with this 
essay; certain concepts have been explored along with a good level of analysis. 
Your interpretation of the image is good and imaginative with some interesting 
comments about what is denoted, but I feel this section could have been edited 
to a more succinct passage. The passage on the shawls colours was creative but 
perhaps over analysed beyond McCurry’s original intention and meaning behind 
this image; mores so with the line, ‘The red of her shawl portraying the blood shed 
for their independence.’ 
 
You describe about the possibility that the photo may not have been chosen, 
and that another shot could have been used. Would this photo still have had 
such an impact, would the half obscured face still connect with viewers past and 
present? As it has been referenced it would be useful to include the other shot of 
Sharbat Gula as a secondary supporting image.  
 
Attempt to theorise the images Studium and make a comment about its overall 
power to attract and maintain a viewing. Take into consideration the potential 
viewers of this image and also the context and environment in which it has been 
displayed. For example I first saw this image at an exhibition, largely printed and 
beautifully displayed in a contemporary gallery; this gave me time to ponder and 
examine its technicality and message. However, for those readers that viewed 
the image on the cover of the magazine in 1985, what attracted them to it, the 
topical debates, the eyes or something more?  
 
It does seem that to truly represent strife, struggle and the atrocities of wars, 
image-makers turn to children. Just examine recent conflicts and the effects they 
cause, current news reports focus on the children to establish a connection with 
us. The body of the migrant boy on the beach is a tragic if not poignant example 
of the media focusing on children.   
 
Communication 
Your ideas and direction of this piece have been evidence to a good degree; 
the language has room for improvement but the key points are good. The 
balance of the piece, in terms of areas that need to be edited and explored 
furthered would benefit from being reworked.  
 
As an interesting exercise, which I have recommended to a few students in terms 
of strengthening communication and presentation skills, is to turn this essay into a 
short lecture. Collate the extra images mentioned; so the other shot of Sharbat 
from 1984 and the one taken in 2002, then piece together your essay into an 
imaginary lecture, perhaps even present it to friends and family to give them an 
idea of your visual research and interpretations.  
 
 



  
Conclusion 
This has been an overall good essay with clear and focused points; the balance, 
as mentioned would benefit from a rework. The closing paragraph is very good, 
pointing out how an image can be powerful enough to create positive change 
through the charity it inspired was great to read, well done.  
 
Suggested reading/viewing & Pointers for the next assignment 
The final assignment is to produce either a single image or a series that is 
constructed and directed by you, so avoid straight documentary and start to 
think about stage and film still inspired work. Investigate the idea of a short story 
and pick out specific signs and clues and them place them in one image, a 
tableau of sorts. Look into the work of Jeff Wall; his image ‘After "Invisible Man" 
by Ralph Ellison, the Prologue’ is fantastic, see: 
https://www.moma.org/learn/moma_learning/jeff-wall-after-invisible-man-by-
ralph-ellison-the-prologue-1999-2000-printed-2001# 
 
The following link also has the above image, along with many more, which are 
viewable at quite large sizes, really explore them and examine the artefacts and 
question their placement and meaning, see: 
http://www.stedelijk.nl/en/press/press-images/jeff-wall 
 
As a follow up from investigating McCurry’s work in particular working as a stills 
image maker. Have a read of Peter Wollen’s essay Fire & Ice; his writing explores 
the function of film and video and how they are used to document different 
stages after an event, typically an act of violence or social drama. It is proposed 
that moving image/video is fire and still photography is ice; each medium used at 
different times, video to record the action as it infolds and stills to capture the 
aftermath of an event. 
https://thenegativeaffect.files.wordpress.com/2014/11/fire-and-ice-1984.pdf 
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