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Overall Comments 
You have submitted a charming project with a very multi layered and textual 
approach, which has potential for development. I would recommend a re-format for 
the formal assessment hand in, which I will detail in the feedback section. The 
research references are good, however this needs to be strengthen in your learning 
log with greater depth. The visual narrative of your story is good and works from start 
to finish; where it is possible, to piece it together without any numerical references.   
 
Assignment 2 Assessment potential 
I understand your aim is to go for the Photography Degree and that you plan to 
submit your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you have 
shown in this assignment, providing you commit yourself to the course, I believe you 
have the potential to pass at assessment.  In order to meet all the assessment criteria, 
there are certain areas you will need to focus on, which I will outline in my feedback. 
 
You should’ve received a similar statement with your Assignment 01 tutor report. The 
above passage is required by OCA as an indicator of your progress and potential for 
formal assessment. With some amendments to your learning log and a stronger 
developmental approach I predict that you will succeed at formal assessment. 
 
Feedback 
Demonstration of Technical and Visual Skills 
You have produced a technically competent approach to this assignment with 
some strong observational skills evident. The images themselves exhibit basic 
compositions with some being slightly cluttered and tight. The pre-visualisations 
via the sketches and the program Celtx is good to see; having a structured plan 
and an idea before shooting in a possibly problematic environment is very good.   
 
Images #03 and #11 are viewed as being the strongest in terms of their 
composition and thematic presence. With image #03 there is a subtle tension in 
the air, where the horse is fully aware of what is happening and what is to come. 
The last image is very apt as an ending to what has occurred before, yet it could 
also be interpreted as the beginning of a story. Something to ponder…  
 
On a technical note regarding the print quality, there appears to be horizontal 
lines across the images, perhaps clean your printer head. Start investigating into 
getting your prints produced as ‘digital c-types’ via a mini-lab or a professional 
photographic printer; I can discuss this in more detail at a later date.  



Quality of Outcome 
Your ideas have been communicated well, showing good judgment and 
application of them. The overall presentation of the work is weak, with the quality 
being one factor and the text being another. With the hand-written text, you 
state about asking the subject posing as the rider, to create the captions for each 
image. Yet the lines come across from mixed perspectives and lack a distinct 
personal stance from the rider. For example #7 ‘Ensuring a good fit’ comes across 
as a basic non-personal description.  
 
Visually though, your multi-layered approach is very good, which gives scope for 
further projects into the theme of horse riding. Also the use of handwritten 
captions for anchoring images with text is something to continue. 
 
Demonstration of Creativity 
Your risk taking is very good which has resulted in an imaginative outcome 
influenced by a couple of photographers. The overall visual outcome is 
satisfactory, but it is quite cluttered. Before I read the supporting text, my initial 
view was that these are pictures from a sketchbook and not the final artefacts.  
 
You have not given any reasoning for using the wallpaper behind the images; I 
would suggest that for the formal assessment you drop this element, as it is very 
distracting. You mention the influence of Duane Michals and that his presentation 
reminds you of Polaroid’s. With that in mind, how about pushing your 
experimentation and creativity further by turning each image into a Polaroid. To 
do this, crop each image to a square format and then create a canvas around 
them in Photoshop. Print them, and then add the captions by hand at the bottom 
of each, where there is typically a larger boarder.   
 
Context 
Your contextualisation is becoming evident through your research interests and 
how they have influenced your work. The conclusion is a little sparse, where it 
would have benefited from being structured in line with the criterions found in the 
Assessment Criteria. Your project though does work and it depicts a visual 
narrative of a subject matter you are passionate about.  
 
Learning Logs or blogs 
The blog would benefit from a re-format to produce a more structured article to 
aid you and the viewer/assessor in following your developmental pathway. Firstly I 
would recommend dropping the floral background and animated cursor, as they 
are superfluous. If you can, increase the width of the content frame as the blog 
posts are cramped in the middle. The most important aspect to develop is the 
content and its structure; this is required in gauging your theoretical & visual 
research, gallery visit write-ups, assignment posts and all the other exercises from 
the unit. Have a good look at the following blogs from other OCA students, and 
take note of the structure and weight of the content: 
http://contextandnarrative.tracymcdermott.co.uk/ 
 
https://carolstreetphotographycn.wordpress.com/ 
 
http://light-writing.co.uk/candn/ 



Suggested reading/viewing 
If you love horses, then look at the work of Tim Flach, his series ‘Equus’ is stunning: 
http://timflach.com/work/equus/ 
 
For a constructed series exploring animals and environments then I highly 
recommend this series by Mikel Uribetxeberria: 
http://www.mikeluribetxeberria.com/en/projects/animalia 
 
Look at Taryn Simon’s series ‘The American Index of The Hidden and Unfamiliar’: 
http://tarynsimon.com/works_americanindex.php 
 
Pointers for the next assignment 
The next assignment is on self-portraiture, which can be a challenge to some 
photographers who do not like their picture being taken. However with this 
assignment the final resolution does not have to be typical portraits of yourself, it 
can be a very representational piece of you and your being.  
 
Although, I personally believe that it is a very good exercise for all photographers 
to be photographed and to photograph themselves to fully understand the 
process of visual examination and representation. Read this essay on portrait 
photography that covers some interesting themes; such as the photographers’ 
relation to the subject and their transferred gaze.  
http://www.academia.edu/3079133/Identity_and_the_Photographic_Portrait 
 
Her work is becoming a staple reference for me, yet her self-portraits are quite 
alluring. Look at Vivian Maier, typically she is best known for her street style, 
reportage work, but I find her self-portraits far more interesting, see: 
http://www.vivianmaier.com/gallery/self-portraits/ 
 
Look at Mariell Amelie series ‘Self’ some very dark yet beautiful images: 
http://www.mariellamelie.com 
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